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. WMS is a web service interoperability specification that
standardizes how images of geospatial information are
requested over the Web.

. WMS allows users to specify exactly the dataset(s), times,
geographic area and output size desired.

. WMS clients can combine output from multiple WMS servers,
thus producing a unified view of information stored in a
distributed network (see illustration below).

. WMS was developed by the Open Geospatial Consortium
(OGC).

. Release as ISO 19128 (International Standard) is pending.
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